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Correspondence them have never been sensitized during their curriculum about the special needs of the adolescents and that proper guidance can deliver long-term results.
[5] Further, these standards have also been supplemented with an implementation plan (strategies needed) and the monitoring tools to evaluate the overall progress.
[5] In addition, targeted interventions in adolescent boys/ girls including training them in life skills education can prove of vital importance. [2, 5] Furthermore, to achieve sustainable results, the current strategy of involving other stakeholders (such as schools, and social networking sites) should be further strengthened and explored. [2, 4, 5] To conclude, the global standards for ensuring quality assured health care services to adolescents goes beyond the conventional services and aims to offer a comprehensive package of information, counseling, diagnostic, treatment, and supportive care services so that adolescents find it easier to access health services that they essentially need to promote, protect, and improve their health and well-being, irrespective of the settings.
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Sir, In the global mission to achieve millennium development goals, significant improvements have been made in the field of child health, well-being, and survival. [1] Owing to the progress made, a large proportion of children are surviving the first decades of their lives, and subsequently the population of adolescents is also increasing, with one in every six persons being an adolescent worldwide. [1] From the policymaker perspective, adolescents constitute a vulnerable and unique group, which is not only exposed to physical and emotional changes, but are very much dependent on their parents for guidance. [2] The global estimates suggest that in 2012, close to 1.3 million adolescents lost their lives (due to road accidents, HIV, suicides, etc.), and many developed diseases/disability, almost all resulting because of preventable/treatable causes. [1] As most of these illnesses can significantly interfere with the quality of life and ability of adolescents to grow and attain maximum potential, it is very much crucial to promote healthy practices during adolescence so that not only the incidence of health problems but also even its long-term impact on health and burden on the health care delivery system can be reduced. [1] [2] [3] It is worth noting that most of the existing adolescent welfare strategies are fragmented and does not comprehensively address the variable needs of them. [4] Acknowledging the magnitude of the adolescent population, wide gaps in the existing health strategies, and a dearth of targeted interventions, the World Health Organization in partnership with another international welfare agency has released a newer set of global standards to ensure quality assured health care services are delivered to adolescents.
[5] Multisectoral efforts are needed to improve the various determinants of health so that sustainable development goals can be successfully achieved. In addition, various dimensions including reproductive, nutritional, and health-related aspects have to be addressed to comprehensively improve health standards of the adolescents. These standards have been formulated to not only aid policy makers in enhancing the quality of health services but also, at the same time, ensure that these are "adolescent-friendly." [4, 5] In addition, an extra emphasis has been given to the training aspect of the health professionals as most of
